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and took some time to unwind and get away
from the daily grind. Now that we are all back
into the fall routines, like school and new
work projects, let me just interject another fall
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issues, we are going to go with a theme.
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sessions. THIS was the true meaning of
philanthropy. I still donate every year to HMS
and wish that the current Undergraduates would
revisit this fantastic opportunity to help make the
lives of those kids, even if for just an hour or two,
all the more brighter.

So, back to the original questions: During your
time at the Pi, what philanthropic events did you
This time the focus is on philanthropy.
most enjoy? Are there any you wish the Pi would
During your time at the Pi, what philanthropic be more active in? Where do you see future
events did you most enjoy? Are there any
opportunities for the fraternity to participate in
you wish the Pi would be more active in?
philanthropic events? Please give this some
Where do you see future opportunities for the thought and share your ideas with us. This is not
fraternity to participate in philanthropic
just for the Undergrads. I am certain that there
events?
exist other philanthropic opportunities in which
we as Alumni can participate. Perhaps this is an
For me, it is a very clear, distinct and
opportunity for a new chair on the Alumni Exec
wonderful memory. Many of you will have
team? Do I have any volunteers?
remembered (or maybe not!) the unbelievable
Pi Halloween Blowouts from the late 70’s
and 80’s. We used to throw the biggest party
of the year on campus and the funds we
collected were donated to a local school, “The
Home of the Merciful Savior” for children
stricken with Cerebral Palsy. Every year we
routinely would donate thousands of dollars
to the school and they were incredibly
grateful to the brotherhood. What many of do
not know, is the real philanthropic gift was
the time the brothers spent with the kids of
the school. That time was more valuable than Alpha Pi Lambda Alumnus enjoying the 2013 Pig-nic at
Mermaid lake
any monetary gift.
Steve “Dad” Hurd (a fine, upstanding
gentleman and one heck of a good foosball
player to boot!) had organized a cub-scout
group at HMS. A few of us would go out
once a week and hold a cub-scout meeting
with the kids, some formality, but mostly just
spending time and playing with them. I still
to this day remember the joy in their faces
every time we would arrive. It gave them the
break from their grueling daily therapy

I would like to thank Aaron Schumann for his
time as Recording Secretary on the Alumni Exec.
Aaron has moved to L.A. to pursue his dream of
being a big time Hollywood filmmaker. Based on
your article in this newsletter, I am certain that
you will be very successful. Don’t forget us little
people or your Pi roots, OK? Go get ‘em Aaron!
(Continued on page 2)
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President’s Report (Continued)
(Continued from page 1)

I’d also like to welcome Mike “Trash” Scannell to the role of Fundraising Chair and Steve Spadaro to the role of Recording
Secretary. Thank you very much for stepping up Mike and Steve!
Please log onto the Pi website www.applepi.org and update your contact details or use the enclosed envelope to mail in your update.
Also, please reach out to guys from your era that have been out of touch and organize a group visit to the house. Alumni Meetings
are held on the first Friday of every month at 7:00 PM EST/EDT in the West Parlor of the house, unless otherwise notified via
e-mail. If possible, all local Alumni should physically attend at least one meeting per year.
I want to thank everyone for their continued financial support. Dues are our lifeblood and make things like this Newsletter and social
events possible. If you have not already done so, please log-on and pay using Pay-Pal or send in your dues ($40) in the enclosed
envelope.
So, in closing, I ask each of you to think about your philanthropic involvement in your personal and professional lives. If you have
and ideas or suggestions for how we, the Alumni, can organize and event, or if you would like to volunteer to be the Philanthropy
Chair, please let me know.
Adolphus,
Ed “Schick” Schickling (‘85)

Vice President’s Report
Thank you! Due to the generous support of our Alumni, we are at the beginning of the next stage of renovations. Over the last
couple of years, many APL Alumni have made new financial pledges, followed through on existing pledges, or just made a donation
to the fraternity. We are taking these donations and combining them with remaining money from the original fundraising drive and
money from the Undergraduate house operating account. The consolidated fund will be used to undertake a very ambitious
restoration of the exterior of the house termed Phase 2.
Phase 2 Stage 1, as I call it, will see all of the flat roofs stripped off and replaced. All the copper gutters will be stabilized or
replaced. The sloped roofs will be repaired as needed. The front porch will be stripped down to the joists and rebuilt back up to last
another 100 years. We will top it off with a new decking system that we will only be able to dedicate with a porch ram! We will be
restoring the front steps and replacing the front door. Finally, we will begin the re-pointing process starting at the room 4 porch and
going as far as the balance of our money will take us.
As of now we have about $200,000 to use. That’s why it is Stage 1. We will need between $400,000 and $500,000 to do the whole
house. When we accumulate more money we will begin Phase 2, Stage 2. We would rather do this right and in stages than to try
and stretch our money too far and do a halfhearted job. We feel very confident that most Pi’s will see how great everything looks
and want to keep giving.
Our Fraternity house has been our home almost since the beginning. It has been the home of many great events centered around
giving over the years. By maintaining our house for future generations we are giving to our community by providing first a home,
but more importantly by providing a shining example of giving to those future Pi’s.
Adolphus,
Chuck Gunheim (‘82)
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Treasurer’s Report
We closed the 2013 fiscal year (July – June) in the black!! We brought in $19k of dues income ($14k from the Undergrads and $5k
from the Alumni) in fiscal year 2013. The Alumni dues were up by 28% vs. prior year and 25% vs. budget. Thanks to all the
Alumni that continue to pay your dues. The 2014 dues invoices will be sent out before the end of calendar 2014. We have made a
change in the Undergrad dues where $10 from each out-of-house brother per term is earmarked for minor House improvements. In
fiscal year 2013 we collected approx. $1,500 for this discretionary House improvement fund.
Even with all the positive financial news, we still need your help with donations towards the Building Fund. In my last article, I
stated that we need $20k - $25k to reach our goal of $125,000. Well, I have some great news. As of the end of fiscal year 2013, we
have reached our goal!! Thanks to all your donations and, if you have time, please stop by the House and see your donations at
work. I am still amazed on the beauty of our House, no matter how many times I have been there.
You can donate to the Alpha Pi Lambda Building Fund by either sending a check to the address below payable to Drexel and writing
“Alpha Pi Lambda Building Fund” in the memo line or you can send a payment through our PayPal account and I can transfer this
money over to the Building Fund.
All Building Fund checks can be sent to:
Drexel University, Office of Institutional Advancement, 3141 Chestnut St, Suite 310, Philadelphia, PA 19104
All dues checks can be sent to the following address: PO Box 8717, Philadelphia, PA 19101
Our PayPal account is: President@alphapi.org
Adolphus,
John McFadden (‘01)

Undergraduate Relations Chair
As an Undergraduate, I participated in many different community service activities. During this time, Alpha Pi Lambda had just
returned to Drexel, and we were still in the early development stages as an organization. This caused us to participate in a random
collection of unrelated community service activities. Some of these events included Blood Drives, Powelton Village Community
Garden, Philly Clean Up Days, distributing sandwiches to the homeless, the Jewish Relief Agency, the Ronald McDonald House and
the US Olympic Ping Pong trials hosted at the DAC.
My favorite memory from community service was during the Fall of 2008. This was a great time, not only were the Phillies atop the
standings, but we had just moved back into the House. As a group, all of the brothers spent a full day cleaning out an elementary
school at 58th and Walnut. We did everything from cleaning floors, to scrubbing desks, painting hallways an organizing school
supplies. We even got to check out the confiscation closet filled with all sorts of prohibited items taken away from students
throughout the years. I specifically remember this event as being one of the first times where I knew I was a part of a “real fraternity”
and not just a random group of loosely associated individuals.
To the Undergraduates, I strongly encourage you to continue to participate in these types of activities. Not only will you create
memories with your brothers, but you will also help your community. As a brotherhood, find a cause or purpose that you are
passionate about and put whatever efforts you can into improving that cause. Stay continually committed to that cause and you will
be astounded at how large of an impact your efforts will have.
As Alumni, let us do everything we can to help the Undergrads community service efforts.
Fraternally,
Ed Dolphin (‘09)
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Athletic Chair
Volleyball (June 29th):
The Alumni, lacking athleticism, fell to the Undergrads two sets to one during the Annual Pig-nic at Mermaid Lake.
Softball (August 24th):
After falling behind 8-0 in the first inning, the Alumni stormed back to win 20-18 thanks to Jimmy Aigner 's 3-run walk off homer in
the bottom of the 8th inning. The bottom of the lineup were the stars for the Alumni as batters 12 through 17 accounted for 14 of the
20 runs scored for the Alumni.
In the top of the 7th, trailing 13 to 14, the Undergrads scored two runs to take the lead as Chuck Vincent began to lose some velocity
on his pitches. The Alumni came right back to tie the score at 14 in the bottom of the inning but failed to score the winning run with
the bases loaded and no outs. Two consecutive infield pop ups and a fly out to left killed the rally and pushed the game to extra
innings.
With Chuck pulled from the game after 7 solid innings, the Undergrads scored three runs in the top of the 8th thanks to a 2-run home
run to left center. This set the table for the bottom of the line up to do what they had been doing all game.....scoring runs. After two
straight singles by Schick and new JM Alumnus John Kundrat, two errors in the field by the Undergrads, the Alumni were still down
1 run with guys on first and second with no outs when Jimmy stepped up to the plate and lined the first pitch over the outfielder in
left center for the win.
Asked after the game why he decided to score an extra run when it wasn't needed for the victory, Jimmy replied "ah.....one for the
Pi!"
Our next scheduled sporting event is the Alumni football game which occurs on November 16th. I hope to see you there.
Adolphus,
Myron “Merv” Williams (‘03)

Alumni and Undergrads congratulate one another after a tough softball game

Our new athletic chair, Myron Williams, leading the way for the Alumni
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Judicial Chair
“The Alpha Pi Lambda Fraternity builds by encouraging each and every brother to become an uncommon man.” -1935
Greetings, Brothers! The focus of this issue of our newsletter is “Philanthropy and the Concept of Giving Back”. As Ed Schickling
reflected in his President’s Report, during our years in the early 1980’s, we gave the proceeds of our Annual Pi Halloween Blowout
to the Home of the Merciful Savior for children stricken with Cerebral Palsy. We also were able to interact with the children through
Scouting. Today, our Undergraduate brethren continue that tradition of philanthropy and giving through participation in numerous
events. These event include Red Cross Blood Drives, serving as volunteer staff at Drexel community events, conducting local
Philadelphia neighborhood abandoned lot cleanups, supporting PanHellenic fundraisers, organizing Food for the Homeless around
the Thanksgiving Holiday, and by sponsoring the Annual Pi Luau which will benefit breast cancer research (also, a great way to
welcome students back to the Fall term).
Recently during the Spring Term, under the leadership of our Scholarship Chairman Joe “Appy” Apostolico, the Alumni made the
first award of the Alpha Pi Lambda Endowed Scholarship to Tyler Sanchez. The scholarship is another way that we are giving back.
The selection of the scholarship recipient was difficult which reflects the quality of the men in the Alpha Pi Lambda Fraternity.
The scholarship selection criteria encompass academic major/GPA, collegiate honors, awards or scholarships, extracurricular
activities and positions, contributions to the Alpha Pi Lambda Fraternity, contributions to Drexel University, contributions to the
community, and a long term assessment of the candidate’s potential to become an uncommon man. As you can see, we have woven
the theme of “Philanthropy and the Concept of Giving Back” in to the framework of the scholarship while underscoring our
commitment to pursue academic excellence while embracing “the whole man concept” and our founding and enduring notion of the
importance of striving to become an “Uncommon Man”. With respect to academics in general, the following time series line graph
shows the composite academic performance over time depicting term GPA and cumulative GPA as well as comparing Alpha Pi
Lambda (APL) with all of the Greek organizations in the Inter Fraternity Council (IFC). The men of Alpha Pi Lambda continue to
do very well and improve and are giving back to each other to help one another succeed.

(Continued on page 6)
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Judicial Chair (Cont.)
(Continued from page 5)

Through the steady and increasing commitment and involvement of the Alumni Executive Board and the Alumni in general, the
generous contributions and philanthropy of the Alumni overall, the high quality leadership of our UG Executive Board, and the
dedicated sincere friendship and brotherhood of the Alpha Pi Lambda Fraternity as a whole, we are truly helping others and
ourselves…by giving back.
Adolphus,
Pete Altavilla (‘83)

Scholarship Fund
It is with extreme pride that I am able to announce the recipient of the first Alpha Pi Lambda Scholarship award! Tyler Sanchez, a
Junior Finance and Entrepreneurship major with a 3.9 GPA was presented with the award at the Senior Send-Off ceremony on May
4th. Tyler was one of several brothers who applied and were assessed based on their contributions to their community, to Drexel, and
how they strive to become the uncommon man. On behalf of the Scholarship Fund Committee I would like to extend my
congratulations to all of the applicants, each of whom would have been a worthy recipient of the first award.
The awarding of the first Alpha Pi Lambda Scholarship is truly a major milestone in our
continued maturation that further solidifies our foundation in the Drexel Community. Because of
your generous donations, the Scholarship Fund continues to grow with over $50,000 in gifts and
pledges which will allow us to double the amount distributed in next years award. I’d like to give
special thanks to Andrew Messina, David Kaganovsky and Tony Chirico for their donations over
the last six months, and of course to all of you who have contributed since we established the
fund in 2010.
For those of you who may be considering a donation, the Alpha Pi Lambda Endowed Scholarship
Fund offers another way for you to contribute to the legacy of the Alpha Pi Lambda fraternity.
As our Alumni prove time and time again, we always have and will continue to attract the best of
Drexel, and the establishment of a permanent scholarship dedicated to Alpha Pi Lambda
Undergraduates will help us continue to raise the bar for attracting new members.
If you would like to find out more about the Alpha Pi Lambda Endowed Scholarship Fund or are
Tyler Sanchez, first Scholarship fund recipient interested in making a donation, please contact Joe “Appy” Apostolico either through e-mail at
joeeileen@comcast.net or by phone at 1-267-230-4032. In addition, donations can be made
directly to Drexel’s Office of Institutional Advancement by directing your donation to the Alpha Pi Lambda Endowed
Scholarship Fund.
We look forward to providing further updates on our progress and in seeking your contributions.
Adolphus,
Joe “Appy” Apostolico (‘84)
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Thank You!!!
Being the oldest in my family, I had to figure out the whole college process on my own. Filling out college
applications, financial aid, housing, and many other types of tedious paper work. All of which, was new to my family
and I. Once committed to Drexel University, I was nervous to start a whole new life in Philadelphia.
On my arrival to campus, I remember going down Fraternity row and contemplating whether or not to join a Fraternity.
I was only familiar with the Hollywood depiction of what a Fraternity was, the all too familiar Animal House movie.
After deciding to pledge Alpha Pi Lambda, I found that a brotherhood is more than just the parties, girls, and booze.
Through APL, I have met friends that will last a lifetime. APL has provided me with opportunities to help build new
skills, especially through leadership roles. Being on the executive board was one of the best decisions I have ever
made. After holding social chair and treasurer, I can honestly say that I have been put into situations that most students
my age have never dealt with. Collecting dues from poor stubborn college students is probably one of the most
frustrating but rewarding tasks. Many of these skills I have obtained will be useful in my future career. I believe that
there is no other place to obtain these skills before entering the real world. It is amazing that an organization of nearly
80 college men full of testosterone can continue to make good decisions and abide by a constitution on their own. APL
has made me grow from a young freshman to the grown man I am today.
I would like to thank the Alumni for their continuous support and allowing me to be the first recipient of the Alpha Pi
Lambda Alumni Scholarship. This award will allow members of the brotherhood to strive for a higher level of
excellence. Thank you to all who have donated. All members of APL appreciate the Alumni’s continuous gracious
support.
Sincerely,
Tyler Sanchez

Undergraduate Report
The Undergraduates had very successful spring and summer terms this year. We participated in events around campus such as Greek
Week, Night at the Armory, and co-hosted a movie night with the Campus Activities Board. In addition, the brotherhood joined with
the Alumni the past two terms for Alumni/Undergraduate Work Weekend, the Senior Send Off BBQ, the Pig-Nic, and the Alumni
vs. Undergraduate softball game. Heading into the fall, the brotherhood will be seventy-eight members large and the house will be
home to twenty-three, two under full capacity.
In keeping with the theme of the newsletter, giving, the Undergraduates have decided to try something new. The annual “Welcome
Back Luau”, held on the first day of classes fall term, has been a staple recruiting tool the past five years. Every year we open our
doors to all the students of Drexel and provide a free pig roast, games, and giveaways. This year, we have decided to give the event
new meaning by connecting it with a philanthropic cause. The organization we are concentrating the luau around is the Barbara A.
Colameco Cancer Transportation Fund/Greater Philadelphia Cancer Foundation. This organization allows chemotherapy patients,
who cannot afford public transportation, rides to and from treatments for no cost. Every penny raised by or for the organization goes
directly into providing patients with rides they would otherwise not have. When we saw the opportunity to associate our luau with
this organization we couldn’t pass it up.
Moving forward into the fall we hope to further promote our strong ties within the Drexel community and broaden them further in
the local community.
Adolphus,
Greg Herman, Undergraduate President
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Alpha Pi Lambda Alumni Corner—Aaron Schumann
The first time I went to Africa, while a junior at Drexel, I knew it would change me, but I never could have imagined the extent to
which that trip would impact me personally and professionally. Back in 2003 I traveled to Tanzania to do volunteer work with a
company called Cross-Cultural Solutions (CCS), based in New York. I received partial co-op credit from Drexel and spent 8 weeks
living and working in rural Tanzania, teaching computer science at a vocational school. I had some of the best times of my life there
and fell in love with the people and the culture.
As I was majoring in film and TV production as an Undergrad, part of my co-op assignment was to make a short film about the
experience. That short video became my senior thesis and I donated it to CCS to use for marketing and recruitment. This was a few
years before You Tube took off and online video was a new and exciting marketing tool. The video was so well received that CCS
contacted me after I graduated and offered me a freelance job filming at their other locations around the world.
Of course, I agreed and over the last few years I’ve had the opportunity to
visit Peru (2005), India (2006), Brazil (2007), Thailand (2007), China
(2007), Ghana (2008), Guatemala (2011) and Cuba (2011), and get paid
while doing so. It’s truly been a remarkable journey, getting the chance to
see things like the great wall of China, the Taj Mahal, the Mayan
pyramids and the streets of Havana and seeing all the good work the
volunteers for CCS around the world was by far the best part.

Aaron Schumann posing with local villagers.

This year, to mark my 10 year involvement with CCS, I returned to
Tanzania and did three weeks of volunteer work at a center for street
kids. I was able to reunite with several of my Tanzanian friends, who still
remembered me from all those years ago. It’s hard to put into words what
that feels like, but I would say that everybody should, at some point in
their life, travel abroad and do some volunteer work. You never know
what will come out of it, but if you give it your all and keep an open
mind, you can be sure it will change you forever. Just like the first time, I
made a short film about the program and the experience and donated it to
CCS.

You can view the videos I made online on Youtube at the links below:
2003: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rtg7JTbS0VE
2013: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f_m_wMdf2Qg
And here is a demo reel that has a compilation of shots from my other
trips:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zf7uBQ0WquM
Adolphus,
Aaron Schumann (‘05)

Aaron Schumann with local Tanzanian villager
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80th A-ball Report
Our beloved Fraternity has made huge strides in restoring Apple Pi as a focal point of the Greek community and I am writing to you
today to announce that the 80th A-Ball will be held on March 7th, 2015.
Personally, events such as A-Ball rekindle the times spent off-campus working to bring this Fraternity back to Drexel as well as the
time spent in the house hoping we did not screw it up. Events such as A-Ball help keep our brotherhood strong in connecting the
Alumni with the Undergraduates as well as reconnecting Alumni that had their lives move away from Philadelphia.
For 80 years, Alpha Pi Lambda will have been blessed to remain the only local Fraternity on Drexel's campus. The 80th anniversary
of Alpha Pi Lambda may be taken for granted by some of our newer members who do not realize how unique this organization really
is. Local fraternities have been seen as huge liabilities for universities for several reasons but Drexel has realized our importance to
the community and the strong ties our Alumni have with Drexel. Having had the experience of courting from national fraternities in
our quest to remain local, I am grateful that Alpha Pi Lambda has kept it’s local status for it’s entire existence.
For the Undergraduates, this is an opportunity to hear stories of the past and appreciate the history of this organization. For the
Alumni, it is a chance to reminisce and reflect on your years at Drexel. No matter when you graduated or how often you visit, it is
crucial that we save this date to celebrate all of our accomplishments as Drexel’s only local Fraternity. I hope to see all of you here in
Philadelphia celebrating the longevity of Alpha Pi Lambda.
Adolphus,
Dominick Totino (‘09 )

Pictures (Pig-nic and Senior Send-off)
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How the Pi Gives Back...
The Haunted House
One of the biggest philanthropic events Alpha Pi Lambda
hosted each year was the annual Haunted House. Guests
were asked to put on their brave face and walk through a
maze of ghoulish nightmares. Proceeds from the event went
to the HMS School for children with Cerebral Palsy.
Brothers were also know to frequent the school to interact
with those special children through the school year.

Always Making a Difference
Our brotherhood has always been involved with numerous smaller events. That tradition continues with our
current Undergrad class. The current brothers have been seen collecting clothes for the poor and making
sandwiches for the homeless. Below are a list of some organizations who have benefited from Pi Brothers:


Ronald McDonald House



Powelton Village Clean-Up



Habitat for Humanity



Nick Pipino Run



Salvation Army



Red Cross

The Next Big Philanthropic Event
This fall, the Undergrad Pi Brothers have designated
their welcome back Luau to support the Greater
Philadelphia Cancer Foundation and Barbara Colameco
Cancer Transportation Fund. Dr. Rene Rubin of
Hahnemann University Hospital will speak at the event
in honor of here friend Barbara Colameco. We should
be proud of our Undergraduate leadership for
organizing this great event!
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Alpha Pi Lambda Announcements
Telecom Information

Events Calendar

Alumni Meetings are held on the first Friday of every month at 7:00
PM EDT/EST in the West Parlor of the house unless otherwise
notified via e-mail or noted on our Apple Pi calendar. If possible,
all local Alumni should physically attend at least one meeting per
year.

The following events are planned for the upcoming Pi season.
Please try to make every effort to attend at least one of these
events!

DEDICATED DIAL-IN NUMBER
1 (605) 715-4920
ACCESS CODE
695-5944



Saturday, 05 October 2013, Work Day, 10:30 AM
EDT



Saturday, 16 November 2013, Alumni vs. Undergrad
Football, 1:00 PM EDT



Saturday, 07 December 2013, Holiday Party, 7:00
PM EDT

The Better Half of the Pi
We had a couple of Pi brother’s get married since the last Alumni
Newsletter. On behalf of the Alpha Pi Lambda Alumni
Corporation we would like to congratulate the newest members of
the Pi family.
-Mr. Bill Hahn and Elizabeth Gallagher
-Mr. Tim Fox and Candin Streit

In Memoriam
We were informed that we lost a great Pi brother. The Alumni
Corporation would like to send our deepest condolences and ask
that everyone keep his family in your prayers.
- Michael Holowka

Significant Life Events
We want to congratulate Ari Kaganovsky (son of Alpha Pi
Lambda David Kaganovsky) on his Bar Mitzvah. Congratulations
Ari!!

Got an Announcement?
Know of any recent Pi marriages, new additions, or other
pertinent Alpha Pi Lambda information? Please contact Eric
Zaremski at ezaremski@gmail.com. The Alumni Corporation will
make every effort to publish the information in the next newsletter.

Alpha Pi Lambda Fundraising
We have made significant progress in our fundraising efforts,
but still have a long way to go. If you have the means, please
donate to one of our fundraising efforts. Your contributions
will help sustain the Pi for future “uncommon men”.

